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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO AEGEAN DISPUTE DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: A) ATHENS 8726, B) ATHENS 8723 

1 . VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS OF WHAT IS GOING ON IN NEW 
YROK CONCERNING THE SECURITY COUNCIL (UNSC) DEBATE AND AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) 
THAT TURKEY HAS BEEN INVITED TO STATE ITS CASE TO THE COURT 
TODAY (AUGUST 23) DOMINATE MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE AEGEAN 
DISPUTE BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY. MUCH OF THE MEDIA 
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RESOLUTION SPONSORED BY THE U.S., BRITAIN, FRANCE AND ITALY 
HAVE REACHED A CRITICAL STAGE. HOWEVER, A DEGREE OF 
EDGINESS HAS CREPT INTO THE REPORTING AS TO WHAT THE 
OUTCOME MAY BE. AT THE SAME TIME THERE ARE SOME 
PREDICTIONS THAT THE UNSC MAY CONVENE THIS AFTERNOON, OR 
TOMORROW, TO CONSIDER THE RESOLUTION. 

2. IN THIS REGARD, SOME NEWSPAPERS NOTE THE NEED FOR A 
BALANCED RESOLUTION ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH SIDES; ON THE OTHER 
HAND, LEFTIST, PRO-PASOK ATHINAIKI TOOK AN EXTREME POSITION 
IN ITS HEADLINE "RUSSIA AND THE U.S. WILL EXERCISE VETO IN 
FAVOR OF TURKEY IF CONDEMNATORY RESOLUTION IS APPROVED." 

MANY HEADLINES REFERE TO THE ICJ'S INVITING TURKEY TO APPEAR 
AT THE HEARING ON THE AEGEAN QUESTION SCHEDULED FOR LATER 
THIS WEEK, WITH SOME IMPLYING TURKEY IS BEING SUMMONED BY 
THE COURT WHILE OTHERS CLAIM TURKEY IS WARY AS TO WHAT 
APPROACH TO ADOPT. SENATOR MONDALE'S MESSAGE OF SUPPORT SENT 
TO THE GREEKA-AMERICAN AHEPA ORGANIZATION LIKEWISE 
RECEIVED WIDE PLAY IN THE GREEK MEDIA. 

3. OVER THE PAST WEEKEND, THE PRESS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE 
ATTENTION TO THE CLARIFICATION BY ANKARA THAT TURKISH 
PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL'S COMMENT ON THE "AEGEAN ISLANDS" 
(REFTEL B) WAS A REFERENCE TO THE ISLANDS' GEOGRAPHIC 
LOCATION AND WAS NOT INTENDED TO IMPINGE ON GREEK SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER THE ISLANDS. ALSO REPORTED WAS THAT THE TURKISH 
RESEARCH VESSEL SISMIK I AGAIN VIOLATED THE GREEK 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS NOT OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED. 
SOME ATTENTION WAS ADDRESSED TO THE DETENTION OF 
INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED WITH THE EARLIER BURNINGS OF A MOSQUE 
AND TWO MOSLEM SCHOOLS IN NORTHEASTERN GREECE AND THE 
PREVENTIVE STEPS THE GOG IS TAKING IN THIS REGARD. 

PRINCIPAL OPPOSITION UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER LEADER 
MAVROS ALSO GAINED NOTICE OVER THE WEEKEND BY VOICING 
GRUDGING APPROVAL OF FORMER TURKISH PREMIER ECEVIT FOR THE 
LATTER’S CRITICISM OF DEMIREL'S "IRRESPONSIBLE" 

STATEMENT ON THE AEGEAN ISLANDS. FINALLY, THE GOVERNMENT PUT A 
DAMPER, AS LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING, IN AN ATTEMPT BY 
SOME ELEMENTS IN THE OPPOSITION TO PUCH THE IDEA OF A 
MEETING OF ALL PARTY LEADERS TO DISCUSS THE GREEK TURKISH 
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